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' Amand ¢.8. B B. No. 1287 by strikinq all belaw the enacting ,
al#use and aubstituting the following. -
SECTION 1‘ Subchapter A, Chapter 28, Education Code, is
amemled by adding Sectirm 28 011 to read as follows: )
“ges, 28 013.. ELECTIVE COURBES  ON THE BIBLF'B HEBREW

SCRIPTURES (OLD TEST INT) AND NEW TESTAMENT AND THEIR IMPACT ON
THE HISTORX AND LITEBATURE OE’ WESTERE CIVILIZATION () B school

distr;ct shall offer to students in gkade nine or abovas

(1) ‘an elective course on_the Hebrew Scriptures (0ld

Testament) and its impact and _an elsctive coursa on the New'

e

Tegtament and its im}gaet, ar

(2) an  elective coursa that combinea t:he coursea
describad by Subdiyision (1).- . i Coe

~(b) The purpose of a course under thig section is to:

(1) teach atude}nts knowlédge of biblicsl content,

characters; poetry, and ﬁai’xati,vgs ‘thut ‘az:e #x’er&quiaipes i)
undarstanding contemporary sdciécy And culture,  including
litezatura, art, musia[ WOres, oratory, aﬁd public polley: and

{2)  familiarize students w‘ith'! ag agg‘iicable;
: "gm the gontents of the Hebrew Sgriptures or Ney -

(B) _the history of tha Hebzew Scriptures or New
Teastament; o ’

. {C) tha literary style and structure of the Hebrew -
s::rigtures or Hew Tastamam‘:,' and “ -

,m) the influence of the Hek febrey Scripturea or New

Page ~ 1 -




g - W R e e PAGE -p3/e5

E?‘ll: Ha12a? Reading: nfa ~ Amendment £ 0 Author: Chisum . Acllf:p: No Action

; 1  meétamént on lém, historv, government, 'lite:cature,“ aré, m‘us“gc‘,_
2 custams’, mor ls. values, and culture. , S
4 ' Notwithatandin Sectiomz 28,002 (e agd 31, 022, ‘
| ;ggggptivelv. for's’ cnurae under this section, the state Roard of -
] Educat:ion ‘or the agencz may net: ‘ RISl
: 6 B g ) 1dentifx tha essential kncwledge and skills, or
; 7 2) adogt textbdok§ under Chapter 31, R
f {d) The  Povk or collnction of books comnonly known as thc‘
-8 Hebraw Scrigturw shall be gged as_the Ez;mary aource textbook.for
10, & gourse on_the Hegrew Sc;iptgtes. The book or collection of books
11 commoply khown' as the New Testamant shall be used as the grimary
12 source texthook for a course on the Hew Testament. A achool
13  district may select a supporting texthook or curriculum Mmaterdisls
14  to sccompany thé priwary sourbe textbooks, and. students may. be
18 assigned s range of reading haterimls for the courses, including
16 gelections frem secular historieal and  eultural works and
17 select:.ons from reliaious and cultural traditians bther than the
18 Jewish and Christian tradigicns‘ i
. Soae () A stugent tay pot  ba required £6 “uge a__pecific.'v
; : 20 trapslation as the sole text  of twgme'
o WMM&MMWWM
22  of the Hebrew Sériptures‘cr‘Ngg_2ggggmgﬁnggg_ghggﬁgggggg*gkwggg
23 board of trustess of the student's schosl district or the student's
24 teachérA [ . : ’ . 3
25 Af)_A course oefered under this section must be taught in an
26 ﬁbjectiveﬁ and nondevofional  manner ‘that doss ot attempt  Fo -
27 indoctrinate students in any religioh or nonreligious system of
28 belief. Nothing in a course offered under this section is intended
29  to vielate any provision of the United States Conatitution, federal
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m, or the” 'Iexas Conatitution.

B

{g) A teacher pf & c:mrse offemd under this section is

entitled o training in conne‘cticg with the chosen curriculum at &
level equal to t:hat providad to teachexs of othar elective &ourses.

(h) For the purpgga of a stident eatning credit for nigh

school graduatmon, a school district shall grant one*half academic

elective oredit for atisfactory com let;ion of w cougde on the

Hebraw scxiptures, ofe-half academiv elect’ive“*dredit for

W om N oy WU N

satisfactory co__gletion of a course an t;l;e Nay Testament, ami one- )

P
o

half academic elective credit for satisfactory cqmgletion of a

s
=

combined ccurse on hoth the Hebrey Seriptures and . the New
Testzunant. This subsection agplias oply to a courge L§t is tauaht

e
(33

13 in strict compliancs with this section,

14 Sh4d)  If, fora pa:ctwular semester, fawex: than 15 students at

i5 & school district campus register to enrou in 8 _tourse required by

18 this sectiont tne distedimt 1o not xegxgired to offer tha nourse at
17 that cam pus for that 3emester.

18 ,4 (5) Thig secticm does not prohlbit the board of trustees Of a

14 achaol distriet fram oi:ferintj an -alactive courae based_on tha hooks

20  of a ;eligion or gogiety other than one with Jewish or Christian

L 21 _;raélit.ions. In debermining whather to offer such a ¢course, the

22 board may considgr yarious factors, inclixding gtudent and parent

23 demand for such a course and the impact such books have had on -

24  history and culture,

28 . SECTION 2. Séction 28,002{a), Education Code, is amended to
26  read as follows: -

27 .. (&) Bach school district that offera kindezgarten through‘
28 grade 12 shall ‘offer, ag a required curriculum‘

i : 1) a foundaticn surriculum that includes:
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- 1 “(A) English language arts:
2 (8} méthématiua; '
3 fe) 'ééience, and
g‘a‘ - RES ) social atudiea, consisting of Texas, Unitea
- scates, and world history, gove):nment, and gsography; and
6 e {2y " an enrichxnent cuzriculum that in(:lude.a. .
i {3) “'to the extent poseib_le,. 1anguages other than
8 English; - ‘ . . '
9 (B) ' health, with emphasis on the importance. of
16, pr‘oper‘nutrition and éxercise; )
11 ‘ +{€) - phygical edﬁcation;
12 ‘ (D)  fine arta; ) )
13 - ‘ (E)  econcmics, with emphasis on the fres enterprise.

14  aystem and itn benéfits-;

15 8 {F): caredy and technology education; [m]
16 (6). teahnology applications; and
Y - . (H): ‘the Hebrey Scripturea {0ld Testament) and New

~18  Testament and their imact on the history and lite:ature af western

18 civilizatign as p_mvided bg Section 28,011, :
20 SECTION 3. A school distxict shall offer a tourse on the -

21 Hebrew Seripturas tord Testament) and ite impact and a course on
22 the New Testamant and its impact, or a’ combinéd course in those
23 aubj,ects, as required by Seetilon 28.01i, Bducation Code, as added
24 by this Aet, beginning with the 2007-2008 school year.

: 28 SECTION 4, This Act takes effect immediately 1% it re‘ce.ivas‘ a
26 vote of tho-thirds of 2ll the members élected to each ‘houas, as.
27 provided by Section 39, Articie 111, Texas: tonstitution. If thia
‘20 Act does not iéceive the vote necepeary for immediate effect, th:@q

29 Bot takes effect September 1, 2007.
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